BUSHY PARK ALLOTMENTS 

HEDGEHOGS
It has been reported that several plot holders have seen hedgehogs on their plots recently. 

For those unaware, there are now fewer than a million hedgehogs left in the UK, down from an estimated 2 million in the mid-1990s and 36 million in the 1950s. The rate of decline has wider implications for the state of the UK's ecosystems. Hedgehogs, like butterflies, are seen as an 'indicator' species for the health of the natural world, which appears to be in a very vulnerable condition at the moment. Many of the reasons behind these alarming statistics is human activity, which means there is a lot we can do to help halt their decline and even help them to recover their numbers.

Here on Bushy Park Allotments there are many things that threaten hedgehogs:

Rat poison, slug pellets
Anything that eats a poisoned rodent or slug will die, including birds like thrushes, frogs, toads and foxes.

http://www.dorsetecho.co.uk/news/14499661.Your_slug_pellets_are_poisoning_hedgehogs__wildlife_campaigner__39_s_plea/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/earth/wildlife/6094446/Hedgehogs-being-killed-by-rat-poison-warns-RSPCA.html
This is the only brand of slug pellets on the market currently that is the least harmful to other wildlife. They have also recently been scientifically proven to be the most effective.

https://www.rhs.org.uk/science/science-blogs/science/June-2017/slug-pellet-trial
Strimmers and Lawn Mowers
Please check the area with a stick before strimming. The Hedgehog Preservation Society has treated many seriously injured hedgehogs harmed by these tools 

http://www.itv.com/news/channel/2017-05-20/gardeners-asked-to-check-for-hedgehogs-before-using-strimmers/
Bonfires
It is crucial to turn a pile for burning before you light it,

All kinds of creatures including hedgehogs, voles, mice, frogs & toads are likely to be sheltering or even hibernating. Here's some good advice from Countryfile.

1 If collecting wood beforehand, make sure to keep it under tarpaulin or in a shed

2. Don't construct the bonfire until the actual day you plant to burn it, then move it to a different spot if kept there for a while

3. If you're having a large bonfire that needs to be built in advance, place chicken wire one metre high around the area,  held in place with stakes and angled outwards, so that the hedgehogs cannot climb it

4. Before lighting, shine a torch into the stack and listen for a hissing sound - this is the noise hedgehogs make when disturbed.

http://www.countryfile.com/hedgehog-guide-plus-how-to-help
Netting & String
This can act as a snare as the twine gets caught around the hedgehog’s spines. As it struggles to escape, the strands form ligatures around the hedgehog, and these ligatures can act as a tourniquet around limbs. Keep all netting and string arrangements 30cm above the ground and never leave it lying around. If you find an animal caught in netting, don’t just cut the netting away and release it, as pressure necrosis (where the tissues die away from the restricted area) can take up to seven days to appear. Take it (or get someone else to) to the nearest animal rescue.

http://animalrescueandcare.org.uk
I've had to rescue a vole and a wren, both had their necks caught in the small holes and then in struggling to escape got properly entangled. Keep the netting taut and always store unused netting safely e.g. in a shed or greenhouse.

Compost Heaps
These are ideal nest sites for hedgehogs which are often injured when the compost is forked or turned. Break the heap down carefully and if you find a nest of hedgehogs (or any other animal), leave them alone. They will move of their own accord.

Ponds & Pools
Hedgehogs swim very well, but if they cannot escape from a pool they will become exhausted and drown. By laying a ramp or by gently sloping the banks of your pond you’ll ensure the hedgehog’s escape or a length of chicken wire hung over the edge makes a good escape ladder.

Believe it or not this list is not exhaustive. For further reading see here:

http://www.sttiggywinkles.org.uk/hedgehog-fact-sheet.html
Let's help these natural slug predators and gardeners' friend thrive here!
